“Opening Prayer” by Helen Pettigrew, 19 January 2014

Eternal Spirit, great teacher and source of all truth and understanding, we thank you for all the knowledge that has been revealed to us throughout the ages of mankind. We give thanks for the learning and wisdom that we have inherited in our own lives, and the knowledge that has nourished our spiritual growth and set us apart from all other animals that inhabit this earth. We thank you for the revelations that have led us to be more tolerant, and those that have made us more liberal minded as individuals. Thank you for the insights that have made us more understanding of others, more able to see the good, rather than the bad, the better rather than the worse, and the beauty rather than the flaws in our fellow human beings. 
Help us to become more rounded personalities by broadening our understanding of all things. Instil within us a thirst for knowledge that we may ever seek to discover the meanings of life; a hunger for wisdom, that we may be better able to live our lives in peace and harmony with our fellow man; and a desire to improve our minds that we may become channels of learning and a source of wisdom and knowledge to all with whom we may come into contact.
Let us not be blind to truth, and let us not ignore those truths that that we may find difficult to accept. Let us be sincere in our search and not pursue knowledge for the sake of pride or dominance over our fellow man. Rather let us use what we are given for the benefit of others and to enlighten them on their path so that they, in turn, may be vessels and disseminators of truth and revelation to others.
Finally may we develop and instinct to recognise what is false. Let us not be accepting of all that is revealed to us until we have rigorously applied our intellect and are satisfied of its veracity. Let us be ever wary of those who would wish to deceive us or persuade us with half truths or lies. Help us to develop our powers of reasoning so that we are protected against those who would attempt to divert us from the path of truth.
Eternal spirit, you who dwell in light eternal, grant that your light may shine around us and within us, that we may leave all darkness behind and walk in the light of life. Let your truth and your love illuminate our hearts and awaken within us those desires and affections which alone can make us worthy disciples and set us firmly and steadfastly on the path of enlightenment and peace.
Amen.

